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President 
wz penn tin orig ara a 
pot, only.of this war, but of this coun- 
ry.and the world. It is not necessary to as- 
sume that it will set free instently the en- 
slaved blacks of the Senth, in order to-.ascribe 
to it the greatest and most permanent impor- 
tance. Whatever may be its immediate re- 
sults, {¢ chatiges entirely the relations of the 
National’ Governnient to the institution of 


it is-under its ban’ The power of the Army 
and Navy, hitherto employed in hunting and 
returning to bondage the fugitive from ser- 
vice, are'to begemployed in maintaining his 
freedom whenever and: wherever he may 
choose to assert it. This change of attitude 
is itself & revolution. 


President ‘Lawoouy takes care, by great pre- 
cision in his language, to define the basis on 
which this action ‘rests. He issues the Pro- 
clamation “as.a fit and necessary war meas- 
ure for suppressing the rebellion.” While lie 
sincerely believes it to be an “act of justice 
warranted by the Constitution,” he issues it 
‘‘upon military necessity.” In our judgment 
it is only upon that.ground and for that 
porpose thet he has any right to issuc it at 
ait. In’ his» civil ss eae ae 


a 


¢ > ee th wa age wet pie hs ob ft 


oa 4 | Of ee: _) ; 
if LILSC pan “aot ot yee Nie for any othe a 
‘of. the “army he hes undoubtedly the right to 
deprive the rebels of the aid of their slaves,— 
just as he hes the right to take their horses, 
and to arrest all persons who may be giving 
| them aid and comfort,—“as a war measure” 
and upon grounds of military necesaity. 

Itmay seem at first sight a matter of small 
importance in what capacity the act is done. 
But its validity may, in the end, depend upen 
that. very point. Sooner or later his action 
in this matter will come ap for reviewal be 
fore the Supreme Court ; and it is # matter 
of the utmost importance to the President, to 
thie slaves, and to the country, that it should 
come in a form to be sustained. It must be 
& legal ana ® constitullénal act, in form as 
well as in substance: We wish that for 
this -reagon the President had given it the 
form of a Afilitary Order,—addressed to his 
subordinate Generals, enjoining upon them 
specific acts in the performance of their mili- 
tary duties,—instead of a Proclamation ad 
dressed to the world at large, and embodying 
declarations and averments instead of com- 
mands. 

What effect the Proclamation will have 
remains to be.ecen... We do not think that it 
will at once set free any considerable number 
of slaves beyond the actual and effective 





organization, and in dread of the armed and 
watchful Whites: . Besides; they evince 
no ‘disposition ¢o fight for themselves 
long. as they ‘see that we ar 
for ‘thém. They understand, 

all question, that the tendency of this 

, to give them freedom, and that the 


{ Goubtless ‘assert their freedom, and call upon 
cola an, [us to “recognize and maintaia” it. Unt 
day afternoc “will work ‘for their masters and 
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'  Wasmrrerom,. Siieted, Jan, 1, 1908; 
By the President qf the United States of America—s 

Proclamation : 

Whereas, ou the twenty-second day of Sep- 
‘tember, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty two, a Proclamation was 
Assued by the President of the United States con- 


 taiging among other things the following, to wit : 


That on the first day of January, in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and sizty- 
‘three, all persons held as slaves within any State 
-or designated part of a State, the people whereof 
shall there be in rebellion against the United 
Btates, shall be then, thenceforth, and forever 


free; and the Brecutive Government of the Uni- 


ted Btates, including the Military and Naval au- 
thority thereof will recognize and maintain the 


“freedom of such persons, and will do no act or 


acts to repress such persons or any of them in 
any effort they may make for their actual free- 
dom. That the Executive will, on the first day of 
Jaquary aforesaid, by Proclamation, designate the 
States and parte of States, if any, in which the 
people therein, reapectively, shail then be in re- 


éeljion against the United States, and the fact 


that any State or the people thereof, shall on that’ 
day be in good faith represented in the Congress 
of the United States by Members chosen thereto 
at slections therein » majority of the qualified 
voters of such States shall heve perticipated, 
shall.in the absence of strong countervailing tes- 
timony, be deemed couclusive evidence that such 
State and the people thereof, are not then in fe- 
bellion against the United States.” 

Now, therefore, 1, Avnanam Laxooux, Presi- 
dent: of. the. United States, by virtue of the 
ypower in me, vested, as Commander-in-Chief of 
the Army and Navy of the United States, in time 
of actual armed rebellion against the euthority 
-and Government of the United States, and as a fit 
and necessary war measure for suppressing 
said rebellion, do, on this first day of January, 

in the year of out Loid one thousand: eight hun- 
-dred and sixty-three, «nd in accordance with my 
purpose 80 todo, pub.icly proclaimed for the full 
peried of one hundre! days fromthe day of the 
first above-mentioned order, and designate as the 
States and parts of States wherein the people 
thereof respectively ure thie day. in rebellion 
against the United Statics, the following, to wit : 

ARKANSAS, - TEXAS, - LOUISIANA—except 
the Parishes of St. Bernard, Plequemines, Jeffer- 
260, St. John; St. Charice, St. James, Ascension 
Assumption, Terre ‘Bonne, Lafourche, St. Mary, 
St. FMartin, ad Orleans, including the City 
of “New-Drleans —™ ISSISSIPPL ALABAMA 
FLORIDA, GBORGPA, SOUTH « CAROLINA, 
NORTH CAROLINA and VIRGINIA—except the 
forty-eight counties designated aie’ West Virginia, 
and also the counties of Berkley, Accomac, 
Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess Ann 
and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and 
Portsmouth, and which exeepted:parts, are for the 
present, left precieciy as if thie prectamation were 
not issued. 

“Knd, EIR LS PE 
pose aforesaid, 1 doaver and declare that all per- 
sons held as slaves within said designated States 
and. parts of States are, and henceforward, shall 
he FREE, and that the Executive Government of 
the. United, States, including the military and 
agval authorities thereof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of said persons. 

‘And I herebyenjoin'upen the people so de- 
clared to be free,, to abstain from all violence 
unless in necessary eelt-defence, and I recom- 
=, to them thet in all cases, when allowed, 
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i? THE ARRIVAL OF GEN, BUTLER. 
_ (Tho arrival of Gon. Borsa ‘this ¢vening/@iéoon~ 
bibeepeaunboekvodiyereteelent 

nh? yong 
| fe Maina Hote woe omodany Deseo Oy 
Rumbers of peopie anxious to see and hear the man 
who suecored Washington, captured Baltimore, and 


‘evangelized New-Orleans, He was visible to very few, | 


| however, as his duty called him early in the evening 
to wait on President Livooum at the White-House. 
Gea. Burizs seems in excellent health, and is 
apparently all the better for the severe labors of his 
late command. He is entirely uniformed of the in- 
tentions of the Government as regards himeelf, but 
says that, on the arrival of Gen. Bakxs at New-Or- 
Jeans as his successor, he was convinced that he was 
not wanted there, and he thought he would come to 
Washington. It is needless to say that he is ready 
and anxious to serve his country, In whatever way 
his labors can be made most useful. 

The intimations which have reached the public oc- 
casionally, in regard to the Anti-Slavery convictions 
of Gen, Burize, have done him no injustice. He is 
satisfied, he says, that in this war the whole property 
of the South is against the Government; that itis & 
revolt of the upper classes against the people ; that 
80 long as these upper classes retain their property, 
it will be used t aid the rebellion. It is a warof three 
hundred thousand property holders agatnstthe Union, 
or even less than this number, for they are not all 
fools. In depriving these class rebels of their prop- 
erty in slaves, they, of course, are weakened. The 
tich slaveholders must be extinguished as a class. 
He does not say “exterminated,” but “ extinguished.” 
Thetr property must Change owners, This done, 
they may go to Mexico, .cr to Cuba, or -stay 
here, as they cheese, for they will then be 
harmless. His expressiogs*ae equally strong in 
affirming the sincere loyalty of the poorer classes. 
Entertaining these opinions, he confesses to some 
chagrin on reading Gen, Banxe’ disclaimer, to his 
proclamation, of any designs against Slavery; and 
had almost feared thet in giving frank expression to 
his own views in his farewell address, he hed gone 
counter to the policy of the rulers from whose coun- 
sels Gen, Banzs had so lately come. 

Gen. Botiza’s interview with the President was 
prolonged till @ late hour, and took place in the 
presence of Scoretary Srwaap and Senator Browwina, 
the former being sent for on the General’s arrival. 

THE TENNESSEE BATTLE. 

The city is filled.with rumors in regard to the late 
battle in Tennessee—some favorable and some ad- 
verse, The laiest dispatches keown to. the Presi- 
dent, at § o’cloek, were an indication of the success 
of Roszceans and his gallant army. 

WEST VIRGINIA A STATE. 

The President signed the West Virginia bill yes- 
terday morning. it basstill te be ratified:by a Con- 
vention of the new State before being pubia force, 
In case it shali be thus ratified, it is not yet known 
what will be the effect upon the present State Gov- 
ernment of Virginia,—whether the State officers and 
Senators will resign their positions, or whether the 
Gov:rnor and members of the Legislature resident 
outside the new State, only seven in number, will 
remove (o Alexandria and continue their functions. 

THE FINANCE SCHEMES. 

The Ways and Means Committee met to-day, and 
considered the several measures requiring its action, 
Only a quorum being here; no final action has yet 
been taken on the schemes of finance. 


THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 

All the Neval, Indian and Miscellaneous Appre- 
prtation bills wilt be ready for the House on Monday, 
together with a bill remedying defects in the Tax law. 

——_——_—— r 


THE PORTER COURT-MARTIAL. 


So 
‘Testimony of Gen. McOielian, fer the De- 
fence. 
‘Wasatweron, Friday, Jac. 2. 
There was.a crowded attendance at. the Porter 
Court-Martial, to-day, including privileged laviies, all 


favor of Gen. Porter, 


Col. BE. G. Marshall, of thé, Thirteenth New-York 
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P#xs10Gnomy, OR SIGNS OF CHAR- 
Functions 


ACTER: PHYSIOLOGY, and the Bodily 
PHRENOLOGY, or the Brain and Nervous System ; 
PSYCHOLOGY, the Science of the Soul; ETHNOLO- 
GY, or the Natural History of Man, with Instructions, in 
the Choice of Pursuits, Personal Improvement, etc., are 


some of the topics elucidated in the PHRENOLOGICAL: 


JOURNAL AND LIFE’ ILLUSTRATED, for 1863. Mo. 
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B. CROMWE 00. 
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There is one question here of great interest to our 
Northern capitalists, and. which Ido.pet remember to 
have seen publicly brought before them. I mean the 
splendid rtuaitiesaow open to Northern capital 
and-ent ia the sugar plantations of Louisiana. 
Those Northern teachers of political economy whose 
sympathy with @ slaveholding aristocracy, ot ignar- 
ance of the real state of affairs here, induces thei to 
ridicule all idea of employing free labor upoe Socth- 
erp plantations, are only hoodwinking the public with 
their doctrines. “ Look at Jamaica,” they say. ' Sce 
what freedom has done tn that ididhd. Opce let the 
slave be free, and he ceases forever to work.” The 
only answer to this assertion is, that whatever may 
Or may not be the result of freedom in ‘the tropics, 
where. @ semi-savage can afford to be content with 
nakedness for his clothing, and where prolific nature 
drops bread from the very trees, almost without the 
trouble of plucking, the ergument has nothing to do 
with negroes living in a climate tike that of Louisiana. 
Here a free negro—whether he wishes to or not— 
must work to put food into his -moath ert 
epoan his Dody, 

Starting with that fact asan axiom, and éaddbugto 
it that other fact I have before mentioned—and which 
will very shortly reduce itself to an axiom alao-—viz., 
that the negroes of Louisiana are already, to all in- 
ténts and: purposes, as free as they ever can be, it be- 
comes interesting to men of enterprise, both in the 
North and South, to study how they can turn.the 
present state of things to the best account. That a 
negro is going to work as well in freedom as be did 
under.the lash in Slavery nobody believes; but it’ 
is equally wrong to imagine that his labor, is to lose 
ob rine he Laepa hie fetety: and veda yale haat 
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